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Office of the Acting Commander

Dear Colleagues:

Welcome to the Department of Defense (DOD) Breast Cancer Research Program (BCRP)
2005 Era of Hope meeting. This gathering represents the collaborative endeavor of many
people to affect breast cancer’s impact on the lives of all who are touched by it. The 2005
meeting highlights the multidisciplinary and innovative research that the DOD BCRP has
funded in our efforts to eradicate breast cancer.

This collaboration among the research community, breast cancer consumers, and the US
Government is the result of the hard work initiated and sustained by survivors and advocates,
the decision of Congress to continue funding, and the dedication of scientists and clinicians
to the program. The 2005 Era of Hope Meeting, a hallmark of the DOD BCRP, demonstrates
the commitment of the US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command to manage the
DOD BCRP in a manner responsive to the vision and equal to the dedication of all our
partners.

The 2005 Era of Hope meeting builds on this collaboration by addressing the broad
question, “Where are we in the conquest of breast cancer?” To facilitate communication and
encourage greater interaction among the many diverse disciplines in attendance, the meeting
is organized around three unifying themes: Understanding Risk — A Different Perspective;
Understanding Who Needs Intervention; and Understanding Treatments — Effectively
Treating Primary and Metastatic Disease. All BCRP award recipients from fiscal years
2001-2003 were invited to present their research findings and exchange ideas at this meeting.
Also, many award recipients from previous fiscal years (1992-2000) were invited to provide
updates on advancements in their research. Breast cancer consumers, who have been integral
to the success of the DOD BCRP since its inception, are serving side-by-side with the
scientists as co-chairs and participants in all sessions.

My staff and I thank you for your continuing partnership in our efforts to eliminate this
disease, sustain health, and improve the quality of life for those living with breast cancer.

Sincerely,

éames A. Romano, Jr,

Colonel, Medical Service Corps
Acting Commander
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ATTENTON OF June 8, 2005

Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs

Dear Colleagues:

Era of Hope 2005 is the fourth meeting of the US Department of Defense (DOD) Breast Cancer
Research Program (BCRP). The DOD BCRP is a leader in funding innovative, multidisciplinary, breast
cancer research that explores new avenues, addresses neglected issues, and brings new investigators into
the field. The scientific excellence and innovation of the research presented at this Era of Hope meeting
testifies to the many talented, creative scientists and clinical researchers supported by the DOD BCRP.

The DOD BCRP was created in response to the concerns of those directly affected by breast cancer.
Breast cancer survivors and advocates have had a tremendous impact on this program by their participation
in program vision setting and proposal review. Collaboration among breast cancer survivors, research
advocates, scientists, clinicians, and the federal government is one of the DOD BCRP’s most important
achievements. The success of this partnership is due to the shared dedication and commitment to eradicate
breast cancer. I extend my deepest gratitude to the following DOD BCRP participants:

e Breast cancer survivors and advocates, whose courage and commitment created this program, and
whose passion, inspiration, and vision of eradicating breast cancer continue to infuse it.

o The scientists and clinicians funded by the program who, through their research, provide hope for
finding a cure.

e Members of the Integration Panel, present and past, who craft a responsive, dynamic, and
comprehensive program every year through fiscally responsible investment strategies, creating
award mechanisms to support these strategies, and identifying the research that will most
effectively move us closer to a cure.

e Members of the DOD BCRP peer review panels who have met the challenge of reviewing over
25,000 proposals during the past 13 years. Their expertise and perseverance has assisted us in
finding and funding the best science.

e Members of the DOD, the US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command, the BCRP

Program Management Team, and support staff, whose energy, enthusiasm, and diligence sustain
the DOD BCRP.

The strength, skill, vision, and devotion of all these dedicated individuals have created a research
program that forges new pathways toward eradicating breast cancer. This fourth Era of Hope meeting is
the culmination of 13 years of progress of the DOD BCRP in the fight against breast cancer. I thank you
for your participation.

Sincerely,

Qurt £ Aarra)

Janet R. Harris, RN, PhD
Colonel, US Army Nurse Corps
Director
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