
CLINICAL PARTNERSHIP AWARD
Improve the lives of individuals with autism spectrum disorder now

Pre-applications are due by June 22, 2007 
Invitations sent for proposals by August 6, 2007 

Proposals are due by September 25, 2007

The FY07 Autism Spectrum Disorder Research Program (ASDRP) 
Clinical Partnership Award supports the development of translational research 
collaborations between two independent, faculty level (or equivalent) 
investigators to address a central problem or question in autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) in a manner that would be less readily achievable through 
approaches based in a single setting.  One partner in the collaboration 
must be a clinical investigator and the other must be a clinician, and it 
should be clear that both have had equal intellectual input into the design 
of the research project.  At least one member of the partnership must have 
experience in ASD research or patient care.  In developing a research plan, 
the members of the partnership should not view translational research as a 
one-way continuum from the bench to the bedside.  The process of moving 
an observation forward into clinical application will involve a reciprocal flow 
of ideas and information within the partnership.  Observations that drive a 
research idea may be derived from a research discovery, or a clinician’s first-
hand knowledge of patients and anecdotal data.  A proposed project in which 
the clinical partner merely supplies tissue samples or access to patients will 
not meet the intent of this mechanism.

This award is intended to support both new and established scientists across 
a broad spectrum of disciplines in research projects that are likely to make a 
major impact on ASD.  In interest of this intent, the required preliminary data 
does not necessarily have to come from the ASD research field.  Proposals 
must be structured as balanced and highly integrated collaborations that 
address a single research question rather than an additive set of unrelated 
subprojects.  It is anticipated that a separate award will be made to each 
Principal Investigator’s (PI’s) institution or organization.  The combined total 
funding can be requested for up to $750,000 for direct costs for up to a 3-
year performance period plus indirect costs as appropriate.  The two PIs are 
expected to be equal partners in the research and direct cost funding should 
be divided accordingly unless otherwise warranted and clearly justified.

This document is a synopsis of details specific to the ASDRP Clinical Partnership Award. 
A detailed description of this award mechanism including eligibility, specific evaluation 
criteria, submission requirements, and deadlines is available in the FY07 ASDRP Clinical 
Partnership Award Program Announcement found at:

              http://www.grants.gov

For more information about the ASDRP, please go to http://cdmrp.army.mil/.


