Col. Janet Harris, Director of the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program, or CDMRP, is preparing to launch a 300 million dollar program which will attempt to solve some of the unanswered problems behind Traumatic Brain Injury and Psychological Health. 
[21:00] The Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program really is a unique partnership between disease survivors, the Department of Defense and Scientists and Commissions as we work together to find solutions and to improve the health of not only our servicemen and women and their family members, but ultimately of the American Public. [22:23]

CDMRP was created in the wake of the National Breast Cancer Coalition’s march on Congress in 1993, when Congress recognized that Breast Cancer research lacked funding, and established CDMRP to lead the program.  The center now controls a number of ground-breaking research initiatives.
[16:14] We have about seven or eight different programs that receive money each year, and vary from cancer to autism and most recently we received money from Congress for traumatic brain injury and post traumatic stress disorder. [16:30]
To narrow the focus of these funds, more than 200 psychological health experts were brought in from the academic, military and industrial arenas as part of a stakeholders meeting. The conference was held to identify current research gaps for post traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury. Then, members of the Department of Defense, the VA and the National Institutes of Health, prioritized the crucial areas in need of more research funding and developed an investment strategy.
[17:55] The goal of the psychological health and traumatic brain injury research program is to be able to prevent, diagnose, treat and mitigate the effects of traumatic brain injury as well as traumatic stress on our service men and women and their family members. I mean that’s the overarching goal that is really driving all of the decisions that we make. And the way we achieve that goal is by funding innovative research by developing partnerships between different scientists and getting them to work together so that we can find solutions faster for our service men and women. [18:37]

