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History 
The Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP) was 
created in 1992 from a powerful grassroots effort led by the breast cancer 
advocacy community that resulted in a Congressional appropriation of 
funds for breast cancer research. This initiated a unique partnership 
among the public, Congress, and the military. The success in managing the 
initial Congressional appropriations in breast cancer research, combined 
with additional advocacy movements and the need for focused biomedical 
research, catapulted the CDMRP into a global funding organization 
for cancer, military medical, and other disease-specific research. The 
CDMRP has grown to encompass multiple targeted programs and has 
received over $11.2 billion in appropriations from its inception through 
fiscal year 2016 (FY16).

Two-Tier Review Process
The CDMRP uses a two-tier review process for application evaluation, with 
both steps involving dynamic interaction between scientists and clinicians 
(subject matter experts) and consumers. The first tier of evaluation is a 
scientific peer review of applications, measured against established criteria 
for determining scientific merit. The second tier is a programmatic review, 
conducted by the Programmatic Panel, which compares applications 
and makes funding recommendations based on scientific merit, portfolio 
composition, and relevance to program goals. 
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CDMRP
VISION
Transform healthcare 
for Service Members 
and the American 
public through 
innovative and 
impactful research

MISSION
Responsibly manage 
collaborative research 
that discovers, 
develops, and delivers 
health care solutions 
for Service Members, 
Veterans and the 
American public



Lupus is a heterogeneous automimmune disease that is 
difficult to diagnose and treat. It may take months or even 
years for a person to be correctly diagnosed with the disease. 
Lupus attacks healthy cells and tissues in many parts of the 
body, and patients can experience a wide range of symptoms, 
including fatigue, joint pain, skin lesions, headaches, and 
organ damage. Treatment options for lupus are highly 
dependent on an individual patient’s symptoms, and many of 
the most common treatments for lupus can result in serious 
side effects. 
Lupus research was first funded by the CDMRP as a Topic 
Area in the Peer Review Medical Research Program (PRMRP). 
From FY05-FY16, the CDMRP funded 21 lupus research 
awards for a total of $20.6 million (M). The FY17 Defense 
Appropriations Act provides $5M to the Department of Defense 
Lupus Research Program (LRP) to support innovative and 
impactful research that addresses significant issues in lupus.

Lupus Research Program

VISION: To cure lupus 
through a partnership of 
scientists, clinicians, and 
consumers 

MISSION: Fund 
research to understand, 
prevent, and diagnose lupus 
and to improve treatments 
and quality of life of patients, 
including Service members, 
veterans, and beneficiaries
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Concept Award
Total Concept Awards Submitted in FY17: 55
Proposed Number of Concept Awards to be Funded in FY17: 12
Max Total Cost of a Single Concept Award: $150,000
Recommended Allocation of FY17  
Appropriation for Concept Awards: $1.8M

About the Concept Award:
The goal of the Concept Award is to fund highly innovative, untested, 
potentially groundbreaking concepts in lupus research. Inclusion 
of preliminary data is not consistent with the intent of the award 
mechanism and is discouraged. Applications that are submitted as a 
Concept Award should focus on research that may introduce a new 
paradigm, approach existing problems from a new perspective, or 
exhibit other highly creative qualities. 

Impact Award
Total Impact Awards Submitted in FY17: 67
Proposed Number of Impact Awards to be Funded in FY17: 5
Max Total Cost of a Single Impact Award: $525,000
Recommended Allocation of FY17 Appropriation for  
Impact Awards: $2.625M

About the Impact Award:
The goal of the Impact Award is to fund the full spectrum of 
research projects or ideas that are innovative, high-risk/high-
reward, hypothesis-driven and focus on scientific and clinical 
lupus issues. Submission of preliminary data is encouraged, but 
not required.

Funding Mechanisms



Every application submitted for funding to the FY17 LRP 
must address one of the following Focus Areas:

• Understand lupus disease heterogeneity including, but not limited 
to, progressive stages of lupus over time, strategies and technologies 
to subtype patients, understanding lupus disease mechanisms, 
biopsychosocial studies, personalized medicine, variation in 
treatment and its effects on patient outcomes, socioeconomic studies, 
environmental studies, and epidemiological studies.

• Understand how the underlying genetic components of lupus relate 
to clinical disease characteristics using functional genomic studies.

• Determine the pathobiology of lupus disease in target human tissues 
including, but not limited to, imaging studies, genetics of lupus in 
particular tissues, and metabolomics.

Focus Areas



For more information, visit
http://cdmrp.army.mil
or contact us at:
usarmy.detrick.medcom-cdmrp.mbx.cdmrp-public-affairs@mail.mil
(301) 619-7071
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